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attentive to all other impressions than those to which he
had been leng and exclusively accustomed.?

It 1s understandable then why the ear, well quazlified 1o
perceive certain noises however shight, would net be apt to
appreciate the articulation of sounds. Moreover in order to
speak it is not sufficient to perceive the sound of the voice,
It is necessary also to appreciate the articulation of that
sound, two very distinct operations which require different
conditions on the part of the organ. For the first a certain
degree of sensibility of the auditory nerve is sufficient, for
the second there must be a special modification of this same
sensibility. It is possible then that certain well-organized
and very quick ears may be unable to seize the articulation
of words., Many mutes’ have been found among the Cretins

. ®In order to give more foree to this assertion I ghall observe that in-
Proportion as man grows away from his childhood the exercise of hia
senees becomes less universal from day to day. During his eacliest days
he wishes to see everything and touch ewerything; he carries to his
mouth everything that is given him; the ieast noise makes him tremble;
his senses dwell on everything, even on those things which have no con-
mection with his needs. In proportion as he leaves this epoch behind,
which i3 in & way a sort of apprenticeship of the senses, cbjects make
an impression on him voly as much as they are related io his appetites,
bis babits or his inclinations. Even then it often happens that there are
oily one or two of his senses which awaken bis attention. There iz the
SIpert muscian who, attemtive to all he hears, is indifferent to all he sees.
We have the technical mineralogist and Botanist who in a fertile ficld
when seeking material for their researches will see, the first coly min-
erals, and the second nothing but vegetable productions. There may be
2 mathematician without ear who will whisper on leaving a play By
Racine, “What does all this prove?” If then, after the early days of
nm_m_&.. » attention is given natwraflly only to such things which have
Teoognized or suspected connection with our tastes, it i understood why
T Foung savage, having only a small number of requirerments, would
ect them upon & small number of objects. Unless T am deceived, that
¥ the tanse of thiy absolute inattention which struck everybedy at the
y Mﬁ of his arcival 2t Paris, and which at the present moment hasg
%t completely disappeared because he has been made to feel the -
®unection which all the new things about him have with him.
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. who are nevertheless not deaf. Among the pupils of cit
Sicard there are two or three children who hear perfectly
sound of the clock, clapping of hands, the lowest tones
the flute and wviclin, but who have however never b
able to imitate the pronunciation of a word even thougl
may be articulated very loudly and slowiy. Thus one mi
say that speech is a species of music to which certain e
although perfectly constituted otherwise, may be insensil
Will it be the same with the child here in gquestion? 1
not think so, although my hopes have not much foundatsi
Et is true that my efforts here have not been very numen
and that for a long time, uncertain as to the line I ought
take, I restricted myself to the réle of observer. This t]
is what [ have noticed. During the first four or five mon
of his scjourn in Paris, the Sgvage of Aveyron only shov
himself sensitive to different noises which had for him
association I have indicated, During the current Novembe
he has appeared to hear the human volce and when t
people conversed loudly in the corridor adjacent to his ro
it ozcurred o him to go up to the door in order to reass
himself that it was quite closed; he also closed an ins

" swinging door, taking the precaution to put his finger on

latch to secure its fastening stiil better. I noticed someti
after that he distinguished the voice of the deaf and dumb,
rather the gutteral cry which continuzally escapes them
their games. He even seemed to recognize the place wh
the sound came from, for if he heard it on coming do
the stairs he never failed to go up again or come down m

quickly according as whether the cry came from above
below. At the beginning of December® I made a m
- interesting chservation. One day when he was in the kitch

10 Frimaire,—the third month of the calendar of the first French -
public, from zrst Nov. until 215t Dec. ().
1% Nivose,~~the fourth month of the calendar {ez.).
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occupied with cooking potatoes two people had a sharp dis-
pute behind him, without his appearing to pay the least
attention. A third arrived unexpectedly, who, joining in the
discussion, commenced all his replies with these words,—
“Oh, that is different.” I noticed that every time that this )
person let his favarite “Oh ! escape, the Savage of Aveyron
quickly turned his head. That evening when he went to bed

I made some experiments upon this sound and obtained
almost the same results. I went over all the other simple
sounds known as vowels but withouot any success. This
preference for “07 obliged me to give him a name which |,
terminated with this vowel. T chose Victor, This name re-
mains his and when it iz called he rarely fails to tura his h
head or to run up.

It is perhaps for the same reason that in the sequel he
has understood the significance of the negative Nom which
I often used to correct him when he made mistakes in
his little exercises.

In the middle of these slow but obvious developments of
the organ of hearing his voice remained mute and refused
to render those articulate sounds which his ear appeared
to appreciate. However, the vocal organs in their exterior
conformation presented no trace of imperfection and there
Was no reason for suspecting it in their interior CTganization.
It is true chat there is visible on his throat a very extended
Scar which might throw some doubt upon the soundness of
the underlying parts if one were not reassured by the ap-'
Pearance of the scar. In fact it looks like a wound made by
a sharp instrument but from its linear appearance one is
inclined to beliey e wound was only a superficial one

at it would have reunited at the |
» By nistiatention. It is to be presumed
that a hand with the will rather than the habit of crime
had wished to make an attempt on the life of this child,

N
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‘and that, left for dead in the woods, he will have owed 1
prompt recovery of his wound to the help of nature alop
! This recovery could not have been effected so happiiy
~ the muscular and cartilaginous parts of the organ of speet
had been severed. Because of these consideratioas, when |
did not repeat the sounds which his ear began to perceiv
I did not conclude that this was due to an organic lesic
but merely to unfavorable circumstances. Complete absen
of exercise renders our organs unfit for their functions ; an
 those already trained are so powerfully affected by thi
inaction, what will become of those whick grow and develo
without any incentive to put them into play? At leas
eighteen months of careful education are necessary before
child stammers a few words; and a rough inhabitant of th
woods who has been in society for only fourteen or fftee;
months, of which he has spent five or six among deaf mutes
is expected to be in a condition to talk! Not only is tha
impossible, but much more time and much more troubl
will be necessary before coming to this important point it
his education than would be needed for the least precocion .
-of -children. Such a child knows nothing, but ke possesses if
a marked degree the capacity of learning everything, an
innate propensity to imitation, an extreme flexibility and
sensibility of all organs, perpetual mobility of the tongue, an
almost gelatinous consistency of the larynx. In short, every-
thing cotperates to produce in him that continuous babbling
which is the involuntary apprenticeship of the voice and
which is assisted also by coughing, sneezing, the cries of

that age, and even the tears, tears that must be considered
not only as the indications of a ready excitability, but in
addition as a powerful motive perpetually applied at 9‘.‘“
time most expedient for the simultaneous development cm
the organs of respiration, voice, and speech. Grant me these

great advantages and I will guarantee the same result. Ev 3
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admitting as I do that such a result can no longer be ex-
pected of the young adolescent Victor, it must also be real-
ized that Nature is prolific enough to create new means of
education when accidental causes intervens to deprive her of
those that she had primitively arranged. Flere are some facts
at least which may justify this hope.

I said at the beginning of the fourth section that I pro-.
posed to lead him to the use of speech by inducing the
exercise of imitation through the imperious law of necessity.
By the considerations put forth in the last two paragraphs,
and by another equally conclusive one which I will sheortly
set forth, I was convinced that a tardy functioning of the
larynx must be expected and that I ought to accelerate
its activity by coaxing it with something he wanted, I had
reason to believe that the vowel “0,” having been the first
heard would be the first pronounced, and 1 found it very
favorable to my plan that this simple pronunciation was, at
least with respect to the sound, the sign of one of the most
ordinary needs of the child. Nevertheless, I was unable to
derive any advantage from this favorable coincidence. When
his thirst was most intense, it was in vain that I held be-
fore him a glass of water, crying frequently “cau” “ean.’” 12
Then I gave the glass to someone else who pronounced the
same word beside him, asking for it back in the same way.
But the unfortunate creature, tormented on all sides, waved
his arms about the glass almost: convulsively, producing 2
kind of hiss but not articulating any sound. It would have
been inhuman to insist further. I changed the subject with-
out, however, changing the method, It was upon the word
tait that I cairied out my next experiments.

On the fourth day of this next experiment 1 succeeded
o my heart’s content, and I heard Victor pronounce dis-
tinctly, though rather uncouthly it is true, the word fait, 1...\..&.

12 “Water, Water,” pronounced o, ¢, (tr.)
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and he repeated it almost immediately. It was the first ¢
that an articulate sound left his mouth and I did not b
it without the mast intense satisfaction.

Nevertheless I made a reflection which In my eyes mu
diminished the advantage of this first success, It was r
until the moment when, despairing of success, I came
pour the milk into the cup which he gave me, that the wo
lait escaped him with great demonstrations of Pleasure; a1
it was only after I had poured it again as a reward th
he proncunced it a second time. It can be seen why this r
sult was far from fulfilling my intentions. The word pr
nounced instead of being the si i
to

€ desired had been granted, success w:
ours, the real use of speech was grasped by Victor, a poir
of communication established between him and me, an
the most rapid progress would spring from this first triumpt
Instead of all this, T had just obtained a mere expressior
insignificant to him and useless to us, of the pleasure whic] ‘
he-felt. Strictly speaking, it was certainly a vocal sign, th
sign of possession. But this sign, I repeat, did not establis}
any relation between us. It had soon to be neglected becaust
it Was useless to the needs of the individual and was
swamped by a multitude of irrelevancies, like the ephemeraj
and variable sentiment for which it had become the sign,
The subsequent results of this misuse of the word have been
such as I feared.

It was generally only during the enjoyment of the bev-
erage that the word /it was heard. Sometimes he happened
to pronounce it before and at other times 2 little after but
always without purpose. I attach no mare importance to this
spontaneous repetition than to his repetition of it even now
during the night when he happens to wake. Following thig
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result I have entirely given up the method by which I
obtained it. Awaiting the moment when circumstances will
allow me to substitute another which I believe to be more
efficacious, I have given over his vocal ofgans to the influ-
ence of imitation which, although feeble, is nevertheless not
extinct, if judged by some slight subsequent and spon-
taneous propress,

The word lsit has been for Victor the root of two other
monysyllables /2 and ¥, to which he certainly attaches even
less meaning. He has since modified the latter a Iittle by
adding a second { and pronouncing both like the gli in
ITtalian. He is often heard to repeat i lfi with an inflection
of veice not without sweetness. It js surprising that the
liquid { which for children is one of the most difficult sounds
to pronounce, should be one of the first that he has artjcu-
lated. I am somewhat inclined to believe tHat in this -painful
linguistic labor there is a sort of feeling after the name of
Julie, a young girl of eleven of twelve who comes to spend
Sundays with Madame Guérin, her mother, Certain it is that
on this particular day the exclamations {fi, i, become more
frequent and, according to the account of his governess, are
even heard during the night, at times when there is reason
to believe that he is sleeping soundly. The cause and value
of this last fact canaot be exactly determined. It is necessary
to pestpone its classification arid description until 2 more
advanced puberty has allowed us to make mare observa-
ticns. The latest accomplishment of his vocal Organs is some-
what more considerable and is composed of two syllables
which equal three because of the way he pronounces the
[ast, )

It is the exclamation “G% Diew® which he has taken
from Madame Guérin, and which he lets escape frequently
in moments of great happiness. He pronounces it by leaving
out the « in Diew, and laying stress on the 7 as if it were
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double and in such 2 way as to be heard to cry disting
Oh Diie! Oh Diie! The o found in this last combination
sornds was not new to him; I had succeeded some ti
previously in making him pronounce it.
This is our present position with reference to the vo
organs. It is seen that all the vowels with the exception
the #, already enter into the small number of sounds whi
he articulates and that only three consonants are found J,
and the liquid £ This progress is certainly very feeble if
is compared to that required for the complete developme
of the human voice; but it scems sefficient 10 guaraniee ¢
possibility of this development. T have already related 1}
causes which would necessarily make this development lor
and difficult. There is stiil another which will have an equ;
effect in the same direction and which 1 ought not to pas
over in silence. I allude to the facility with which our youn
savage expresses his few wants otherwizse than by speech:
Each wish manifests itself by the most expressive sign
which have in some measure, as have ours, their gradation
and their equivalent values. If the time for his walk ha
- come, he appears several times-before the window ind be
fore the door of his room. If he then sees that his governes
is not ready, he places before her ali the objects necessary
for her toilet and in his Impatience even goes to kelp her
dress. That done, he goes down first and himself pulls the
check string of the door. Arnving at the Observatory, his
first business is to demand some milk which he does by
presenting a wooden portinger which, on going out, he never

forgets to put in his pocket, and with which he first pro-

3 My observations also confirmed the important opinion of Condillac
upon this poine who says in speaking of the origin of the language of
sound, “The language of action, st that time s0 natwral, was z great
obstacle to surmount; could § be abandoned for another of which the
advantages could not be foreseen, and the dificulty of which was a0

strcngly felti”

¥




First Developments of the Young Savage 3;

vided himself the day after he had broken in the same honpse
a china cup which had been used for the same purpose.
Then again, in order to complete the pleasure of his eve-
nings he has for some time past kindiy been given rides ip g
wheelbarrow. Since then, as soon as the inclination arises,
if nobody comes to satisfy it, he returns to the house, takes
someone by the arm, leads him to the garden and puts ip

bis hands the handles of the wheelbarrow, intg which he
then climbs. If this firsc invitation is resisted he leaves his
Seat, turns to the handles of the wheelbarrow, rolls jr for
some turas, and places himself in it again; imagiring doubt-
less, that if his desires are not fulfilled after ail this, it is
not because they are not clearly expressed. Where meals are
concerned his intentions are even less doubtful, He himself
lays the cloth and gives Madame Guérip the dishes, so that
she may go down to the kitchen and get the food. If he is in
town dining with' me, ‘all his' reguec:
person who does the honors of the table; it is always to her
that he turns to be served. If she pretends pot to hear him,
he puts his plate at the side of the particular digh which
he wants and, as it were, devoyrs with his eyes, If that pro-
duces no result, he takes a fork and strikes two or three
blows with it on the brim of his piate, If she persists in
further delay, then he knows no bounds; he plunges a spoon
Or even his hand into the dish and in the twinkling of an
eye he empties it entirely in his plate. He is scarcely lasg
fXpressive in his way of showing his emotions, above ajf
Mpatience and boredom. A number of people visiting him
Ut of ceriosity know how, with more natural frankpess |
than politeness, he dismisses them when, fatigued by the
length of their visits, he offers to each of them, without mis-
take, cane, gioves and hat, pushes them gently towards MWL
deor, which he closes impetucusly upeon them,#

bl worthy of notice that thiz languwage of action entirely nag-
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In order to complete the account of this Pantomime !
guage, I must alsg say that Victor understands it as ea:
as he uvses it. If Madame Guérin wishes to send him
fetch some water it i enough for her to show him 1
pitcher and let him see it js empty by turning j¢ upsi
dowr,

A similar procedure was enough to make him give me
drink when we dined together. But what is more astonishi;
in the way he lends himself to these means of COmmunicati;
is that he has no need of any preliminary lesson, nor of ar
mutual agreement in arder to make himself understond,
convinced myself of this one day by a mast conclusiva e:
periment. [ chose among a number of others, ap object f;
which there existed between him and his governess ng ind
cating sign, as [ assured myself beforehand,

Such, for example, was the comb which was used upe:
him and which I wished to make him bring to me, When
appeared before him with my hair rough and bristling in 4
directions 1 shouid have been very much surprised if he hac
not understood me. He did indeed do s0, and immediagely.
Ibad in my-hands whit T wanted. 7 lany people see in these
proceedings only the behavior of an animal. For my part I
will confess T believe that [ recognize in them the language
of the human species, originally emploved in the infancy of
society befare the work of ages had cofirdinated the system
of speech and furnished civilized man with a prolific and
sublime means of improvement which causes his thought
to blossom even in the cradle, and which he uses all his life

ural to him and that he used it in the most expressive manner from .
the first days of his entrance into society. “When he was thirsty,” gaid -
citizen Constane-Se. Esteve, whe saw him ar the beginning of this jn
teresting period, “he looked right and Jeit; having noticed a pitcher he put :
iy hand io bis and jed me towards it, striking it with his left hand i)
order to ask me for 2 drink, He was brought wine which he disdained, §
showing impatience ag my delay in giving him water.” H




WiE sy
S} JO UCDEZHEAL spreaoy qzd sy uo ainpredap 10 wod
sy s% 2197 1 Jeadar Ajna | ‘eapr sup o aq Lewr asatp Lupqe
-qoad jo 32133p JeameyM “sniusd 2UWTqns 350w 3y Jo suop
-B312> 2] pue ‘fsaidoid [eiusw pe 28papmouy (e jo saunos
3T 8 PING SPAIT ISIY S YA UORIIULOD OU B yolga
sFuIgl 10 I3pI0 MIU ® 03 Les oy §1 3Bq] ‘monanasnl siy o
wayy Ldde pue ways szes Tay) jsnm GOTJEANPS "PosInaxs
1¥ pulwi s1q jo suoneizde ayy 1eq) suoe Heswiy uoda s 33
"SpasT Jesisdyd siy Jo apad moireu Yt o3 pauyuod Lpoing
3E SIUNOTY [BNIR|[PIM SIY [y “s[ewmuE 19710 Y1 IO [3ad]
93 240qz 25 03 Jeadde 154 20U ssop uew POOYPIIY3 353y
-d¥2 jo pouad a1 Je SousFijEiu; UBWINY 19PISUGY 3m [}

‘uospInssus fo spralge 247
01 525522044 fopuaw 253y} fo noypanddy 27 buz
SINpuUL Spipmalfe ‘spaau rtkyd iy fo sjo2igo
2y uodn 2ueyy fo possad v ss00 fRG3TLE0 Wit

#apduss oyy Lopdura of wry sonpus oL Wy gijig

A

"uoiteardde
%1002 pue aduns v n Suiard Ul spaacans ‘suonrelisqe
U243 pue s3umosess Auew Jae Ao ‘m3y) pue ‘sas 3y wew
41543 01 B saa18 ‘suOISEINO l® oo pue siaymdsaas 3 sfes
U0 U uolf oga poe Snursw fue 1 oy fargoeye nogua
‘oded sdsty 155y oym PIf> 361 03 suaddey jeya uep s
10U arouwr saquet 9q sdeqrad fjkm 31 W iwassud jou ngq ey
Aejop Lew spunos isig SIY 30 SpEW 3Y YIIgM I5n SA1D0pIP
SYL, "sudts mau Fumsn yo Ansseden AL Je3) WY IYEUF M
103MA Funo Jo sruswaanbar P3sEAIIUT 3Y) USYM WO [jLm
A=p ® 1qnop oIy sn s1d0350 MoU IGM 2sEd 3y u se
U 3o peandsp Lfjeluspioe F[ISWIY punoy a7 11 31 oI 8q
PIOM 37 Jeym pue auy o) st i 3eym Juneasdde moynim

LE o8eaeg Bunog oy jo sfuowdopaaa( 1811




38 The Wild Boy of Aveyron

I shall not enter here into details concerning the mear
employed to exercise the intellectual faculties of the Sava;
of Aveyron upon the objects of his appetites. These mear
were simply obstacles always increasing, always new, p1
between him and his wants, and which he could ot ove:
come without continvally exercising his attention, his men
ory, his judgment and all the functions of his senses,!®

Tius all the faculties useful in his education were deve
oped and it was only necessary to find the easiest way t
turn them to accomnt. I could no longer count upon muc
assistance from the sense of hearing, for in this respect th
Savage of Aveyron was nothing but a deaf mute. This con
sideration forced me to try citizen Sicard’s method of in
struction. I began then with the procedure ordinarily use

1*Here it i3 not amiss to remark that I have found no difficulty
accomplishing this aim. Wherever his wants were in question, his atten
tion, his memory and his intelligence secmed to raise him above himself
this was always observable, and a due consideration of it would Raw
led to the prediction of a happy future for him. I am not afraid 15
say that I regard as a great proof of intelligence the fact that after liwing
for siz weeks in human society, he had been able to learn to prepare
his food with every care, the details of which citizen Bonarerre _has
pazsed on to "His occupation during his seiourn at Rodez,™ said thic- -
" Vohnsisted in shelling kidney beans, and he fulftied this task
with that degree of discrimination employed by the most practised
person. As if he knew by experience that these vegetables were intendad
for his maintenance, a3 soon as a vegetable basket was brought to him,
he wene for a pot and would establish the scene of the shelling in the
middle of the apartment. There he distributed his materials in the mast
convenient way possible; the pot was placed to the right and the beang
to the left; he opened the pods in turn, one after the other, with an
inimitable suppleness of his fingers; he put the good beass in the pot
and threw away again such as were musty or spotted. If by accdent
a bean escaped him, he foflowed it with his eyes, gathered it wp and
put it with the others, As he emptied the pods he placed them in ao
orderly pife at his side and when his work was finished, he lifted the
pot, poured some water inte it and carried it near to the fire, which
be blazed up with the pods which he had piled up separately. If the fire
was out, he took the shovel, put ic in the hands of his guardian »ad
mazde signs for him to go and look in the neighbourhood, etc”




First Developments of the Young Savage 39

rst in that celebrated school and drew on a blackboard the
-outline of some objects that could best be represented by a
umple drawing, such as a key, scissors, and a hammer.
Repeatedly, and at such times as I saw that I was being
tnoticed, 1 placed each of these objects upon its respective
idrawing and when I was sure that in this way he had been
made to feel the connection, I endeavored to make him bring
them successively to me by pointing to the drawing of the
one I wanted. Nothing came of this. 1 repeated the experi-
& ‘ment several times and aiways with as litte success; he
¢ tither refused stubbornly to bring the one of the three
-things which I indicated, or else brought the two others with
it and gave them all to me at the same time, I am Con-
-vinced that this was merely calculated laziness which did
tot let him do in detail what he found quite simple to do
all at gnee, T bethought-myself then of a- means which would
force him to give particular attention to each of these
objects. T had noticed for some months past that he had =
most decided taste for order; so much 8o that sometimes he
would get up from his bed to put a piece of furniture or a
utensit which had accidentally got moved, back agam into
Hs usual place. He was even more particular about the
 things hanging upon the wall: each bad 2 nail and a par-
ticular hook, and when any of these had been changed he
“Was not quiet until he had himself corrected them. All I
- had w0 do then was to arrange in the same way the things
Upon which I wished him to exercise his attention. By means
of a nait [ suspended each of the objects below its drawing

| 27d left them there for some time. When afterwards I came
o give them to Victor they were immediately replaced in
their Proper order. I repeated this several times and always:
,..”_«wr the same result. Mevertheless, I was far from attribu-
g this to his discrimination, and this classification could
Well be only an act of memory. To reassure myself [ changed
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the respective positions of the drawings and this 4
saw him follow the original order in the arrangem.
the objects without any allowance for the transpo
As a matter of fact, nothing was easler than for him e
the new classification necessitated by this change, but
ing more difficult than to make him reason it out. His
ory alone bore the burden of each arrangement. I de
myself then to the task of neutralizing in some wy
assistance which he drew from it. [ succeeded in fau
his memory by increasing the number of drawings an
Irequency of their transpositions.

His memory now became an insufficient guide fo
methodical arrangement of the numerous articles, sg
one would expect his mind to find assistance by comp,
the drawing with the things. What a dificult step I had .
come! I was convinced of this when I saw our young V
fasten his gaze and successively, upon each object, ch
one, and next look for the drawing to which he wishe
bring it, and { soon had materjal proof by experimer
with the transposition of the drawings, which was follc

.. -.on his part by the methodical transpositioh of the object

This result inspired in me the most briliiant hopes. [
believed there were no more difftculties 1o conguer, w
there arcse a most insuperable one which obstinately |
me back and forced me to repounce my method. Iy js »
known that in the education of the deaf and dumb this |
procedure is followed by a second and much more diffi
g one. After having been made to feel by repeated comp:
sons the connection of the thing with its drawing, the lett
which form the name of the object are placed on the drs
ing. That done, the drawing is effaced and only the aipl
betical signs remain. The deaf mute sees in this seco
procedure only a change of drawing which continues to-
for him the sign of the object. Tt was not so with Viet
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who, in spite of the most {requent repetitions, in spite of 2’
prolonged presentation of the thing below its word, could
never solve the problem. I was easily able to account for this
difficulty and it was easy for me to understand why it was

insurmountable. From the pi

much the greater for the pupil because he 15 faced with it
during the first stages of his instruction. If deaf mutes are
not held back at this point the reason is that, of all children,
they are the most attentive and the most observing. Accus-
tomed from their earliest childhood to hear and speak with
their eyes, they have more practice than anyone else in
the recognition of relations between visible chjects. It was
necessary then to look for a method more in keeping with
the still torpid faculties of our young savage, a method
by which the surmounting of each difficulty prepared him for
2 still more difficult task. It was in this spirit that T cut- -
lined my new plan. I will not stop to analyze it; it can be
judged by its execution.

Upon a board, two feet square, I pasted three pleces of
Paper of very distinct shapes and decided colors. One was
circular and red, another was triangular and blue, the third
Was square and black. By means of holes pierced in their
centers and nails driven into the board, three pieces of card-
board of the same shapes and colors were placed there and
left for some days upon their respective models pasted on
the board, Then I lifted them and gave them to Victor and
they were replaced without any difficulty. I assured myself
by reversing the board and then changing the order of the
figures, that this first result was not a matter of routine but
Was due to comparison. After some days [ substituted
another board for the first. I had pasted the same figures on
1t, but this time they were ali of 2 uniform color. In the first
case the pupil had the double indication of shapes and colors
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to aid him in recogaition, in the second case he had only
guide, comparison of the shapes. At almost the same 1
showed him a third where all the figures were the same
the colors different. The same tests always gave the :
[ results, cxcepting that I do net count mistakes due to lac
attention. The facility with which he ezecuted these
compariscns obliged me to present some new ones to hi
made additions and modifications in the last two prese
tions. I added to the one with the different shaped fig
some new shapes much less distinct and to the one with
colors some new colors which differed only in shade. TI
was, for example, in the first a rather long parailelog
besides a square, and in the second a pattern in sky |
beside one of grayish blue. He made some mistakes
showed some uncertainty about these, which disappes
after some days’ practice.

These results emboldened me to new changes alw
more difficult. Each day 1 added, curtailed, and modif
provoking new comparisons and new judgments. At len
.. the muitiplicity and the complications of these little e
" cises finished by fatiguing his attention and his doci|
{'Then those motions of impatience and rage which br
out so violently at the beginning of his sojourn in Pa
and especially when he found himself shut in his roont,

g appeared in all their intensity. Notwithstanding this fact
seemed to me that the time had come when it was necess:
energetically to overcome these outbreaks and no longer
mitigate them by compliance. 1 believed, therefore, tha
cught to resist them.

Se, when disgusted with some task {of which, in truth,
could not understand the end, and of which it was VEIV T
ural that he should weary}), he would take the pieces of ca;
board, throw them on the ground with vexation and ma
for his bed in a fury. I let one or two minutes pass.
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came again te my charge with as much Fang froid as pos-

_sible. I made him gather up all the cards scattered in
his room and gave him no rest uatil they were properly
replaced.

My persistence lasted only for a few days and was finally
overcome by his independence of character. His fits of anger
became more frequent, more violent, and were like the fits
of madness of which I have already spoken but with this
striking difference, that their effect was less directed towards
Persons than towards things. On such occasions he ran
away and in a destructive mood bit the sheets, the blankets,
and the mantelpicce, scattered the andirons, ashes and blaz-
ing embers, and ended b failing into convulsions which -
like those of epilepsy, involved a complete suspension of
the sensorial functions. 1 was obliged to give up when things
reached .this . frightful pitch; but my acquiescence only in-
creased the evil. The paroxysms became more frequent, and
Pt to be renewed at the slightest opposition, often, even,
without any determining cause.

My embarrassment became extreme. | foresaw the time
when all my care would result only in making an unhappy
tpileptic of this poor child. A few more fits and force of
habit would fasten upon him one of the most terrible and
least curable of diseases. It was necessary then to find a
femedy immediately, not in medicines which ars so often
fruitless, notr in gentleness from which there was nothing

method of shock * almost paraliel to

FRaave had employed at the Hospital

2t Haarlem. T was convinced that if the first means I adopted
should £ail in its effect, the trouble would only be aggra-
Yated, and any other treatment of the same nature would
became vseless. in this firm coaviction 1 chose the form
¥hich I believed would be most alarming to a creature who

¥ “brocédé perturbateur.” {tr.)
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in his new existence had not yet experienced any kind of
danger.

Some time previously when Madame Guérin was with him
at the Observatory, she had taken him on the platform,
which Is, as is well known, very high. Scarcely had he come
to within a short distance of the parapet when, seized with
fright, trembling in every limb and his face covered with
sweat, he returned to his governess, whom he dragged by
the arm towards the door, becoming somewhat calmer only
when he got to the foot of the stairs. What could be the
cause of such fright? That is not what I wanted to koow,
It was enough for me to know the effect to make it serve my
purpose. The occasion socon offered itself in the instance of
a most viclent fit, which was, I believe, caused by our re-
suming the exercises. Seizing the moment when the func-
tions of the senses were not yet suspended, I violently threw
back the window of his room which was sitvated on the
fourth story and which opened perpendicularly on to a big
stone court. 1 drew near him with every appearance of
anger and seizing him forcibly by the haunches held him
_out_of the window, his head directly turned towards the
bottom of the chasm. After some seconds I drew him in
again. He was pale, covered with 2 cold sweat, his eyes:
were rather tearful, and he still trembled a little, which I:
believed to be the effect of fear. I led him to his cards. I:
made him gather them up and replace them all. This was:
done, very slowly to be sure, and badly rather than well,!
but at least without impatience. Afterwards he went and.
threw himself on his bed and wept conously :

or the pleasure of finding her again made him weep. The]
account of these came first in my narrative becavse [ have;
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followed the plan of a methodical exposition of facts rather
than one in chronalogical order.

This strange method succeeded, if not completely, at least
sufficiently. is distaste for work was not entirely over-
come, at least it was much diminished, and ceased to be
followed by such effects as those which I have just related.

On such occasions as when he was a little overtired or
when he was {orced to work at times set apart for his walks
or his meals, he contented himself with giving signs of weari-
ness and impatience, and uttering a plaintive murmur which
ordirarily ended in tears.

This favorable change allowed us to take vp again our
course of exercises where we had broken it off. These I
submitted to new modifications which were designed to
stabilize his judgment still further. For the figures pasted
on the board, which 1 have said were completely colored
shapes representing geometrical figures, T substituted linear
outlines of these same shapes. I also contented myself with
indicating the colors by litdle irregular samples quite unlike
the colored cards. I may say that these new difficulties were
only a game to the child; a result which was sufficient for
the end I had in mind when adopting this system of direct
comparisons. The moment had come to replace this by an-
other which was much more instructive and which would
have presented insurmountable dificuities if the way had
not been smoothed in advance by the success of the methods
just used.

I ordered to be printed as a big character upan a plece
of cardboard two inches square each of the twenty-four
letters of the alphabet. I had an equal number of spaces
Ut in a plack a foot and a half square, Into these the pieces
of cardboard could be inserted, without the use of paste,
(80 that their places rould be changed as required. I had an

. ®qual number of characters of the same dimensions made in
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metal. These were meant to be compared by the pupil
the printed letters, and were to be arranged in their ¢
sponding places.

The first trial of this method was made, in my absi
by Madame Guérin. 1 was very mauch surprised on
return to learn from her that Victor distingnished ali
characters and arranged them properly. He was immedis
put to the test and performed his task without any mist
Though delighted with such an immediate success I
still far from able to explain its cause, and it was
some days after that I discoversd this by noting the
in which our pupil proceeded to make thiz arrangement
order to make the work easjer he devised of his own acc
a litle expedient which in tihis task allowed him to dispe
with memory, comparison and judgment. As soon as
board was put between his hands, he did not wait unti
metal letters were taken out of their places but he him:
took them and piled them upon his hand, following
order of their. arrangement so that the last letter, after
were taken from the board, was the first o the pile. He 1
.. 8an with this and finished with the last of the pile, 1t
beginning the board at the end and proceeding always frc
right to left. Moreover, he was able to improve upon tl
procedure; for very often the pile collapsed, the characte
fell out and he had to straighten everything up and put
in order by the unaided efforts of attention. So the twent
four letters were arranged in four rows of siz each, making
easier to lift them up by rows only, and even to repla
them in the same way by taking letters from the second ro
only when the first was replaced,

I do not know whether he reasoned as I suppose, but ;
least it is certain that he executed the performance in th
manaer described. It was then 2 trye routine, but a routin
of his own invention, and one which was perhaps as muc
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te the credit of his intelligence as was method of arrange-
ment hit upon shortly afterwards to the credit of his dis-
cernment, It was not difficult to set him off by giving him
the characters pellmell whenever he was given the board,
At last, in spite of the frequent transpositions to which 1
submitted the printed characters by changing their places,
in spite of insidious arrangements, such as the & beside the
-, the E beside the F, etc,, his discrimination became in-
fallible. In exercising it upon all these letters, the end I had
in view was to prepare Victor for a primitive but correct
use of the letters, namely the expression of needs which can
only be made known by means of speech. Far from Believing
that T was already so near this great step In his education.
I was led by the spirit of curiosity rather than the hope of
success to try the experiment which follows.

One morning when he was waiting impatiently for H_H_D
milk whick he always had for breakfast, T carried to him
his board which I had specially arranged the evening before
with the four letters L.4.7.7 Madame Guérin, whom [ had
warned, approached, locked at the letters and immedi-
ately gave me a cup of milk which I pretended to drinik
myself. A moment after [ approached Victor, gave him the
four letters that I had lifted from the board, and poiated to .
it with one hand while in the other I held the jug full of 4! _
milk. The letters were immediately replaced but in inverted d
order, so that they showed T.L.A.L. instead of £.47 7 T
indicated the corrections to be made by designating with
my finger the letters to transpose and the proper place of
each. When these changes had reproduced the sign, he was b
allowed to have his milk.

It is difficult to believe that five or six similar attempts
were sufficieat, not only to make him arrange methodicaliy
the four letters of the word Lait but to give him the idea
of the connection between the word and the thing. At least
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this is the justifiable inference from what happened a w
later. One evening when he was ready to set out for
Cbservatory, he was seen to provide himself an his own
tiative with the four letters in question, and to put them
his pocket; he had scarcely arrived at Citizen Leme
house, where as I previously said he goes every day
some milk, when he produced them and placed them or
table in such a way as to form the word L4IT

It was originally my intention here to recapitulate |
facts scattered throughont this work, but I thought
such a summary would never have the weight of this L
achievement. I state it, naked and stripped of all reflectio
50 to speak, so that it may mark in a more striking way t
stage which we have reached and serve as a guarantee
future achievement. In the meantime the conclusion m.
be drawn from the greater part of my observations, a
above all from those indicated in the last two sections, th
the chiid known under the name of the Savage of Aveyr,
is endowed with the free use of all his senses; that he c: .
compare, discern dnd judge, and finally apply all the facu
ties of his understanding to the objects related to his instru
tion. It is essential to note that

tion; and the conclusic
will follow that his education is possible, if it s not eve
already guaranteed, by this early success, quite apart frol
any results which time may bring—time which in its ur

alterable course seems to give the chi d, in powers and de
velopment, all that it takes away from man in the declin
of his life.2”

it remains for enlightensd ohservers to came and convinece their
selves of the truth of these results. They alone can judge of the valu
of the farts by bringing to their examination a judicial spirit and
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And meanwhile what important consequences for the
philosophic and natural history of the human race already
follow from this first series of observations! If they are
collected, methodically classified and correltly evaluated
we shall have material proof of most important truths, truths
which Locke and Condillac were able to discover by the
power of their genius and the depth of their meditations

alone. It has appeared to me at least that the following
conclusions may be drawn:

Jopmber of
e ol aullity
in the most seductive
colors; a state in which the iadi sidval, deprived of the

knowledge of psychology. The appreciation of the mental state of our
savage is more difficult than one would expect, Duily experience and
zequired . ideas tend to lead the- judgment astray. Says Condillac in a
very similar case, “If the habit we have lormed of assisting ourselves by
sighs did not prevent ws from noticing afl we owe to them, we should
valy hawe fo put owrselues tn the place of #this voung man in arder o
underitand how litele kaveofedge ke could acquire; but we always judge
according to our own sitvation” For sound judgment it iz necessary
then in this case not to consider the child as seen during a single ex-
amination, but te observe and study him at different {ntervals at al
times of the day, in all his Pleasures, in the midst of his Ettle EXECCISES,
etc. All these things are indispensable, but even so they are not suffi-
cient unless, jn order to establish en exact comparison  between the
bresent and the past, the Savage of Aveyron was actually seen during
the first months of his stay in Paris. Those who did not see him there
and whe might see him now would find in him an almast erdinary child
who can not speak. They would not be able tn appreciate the distance
which separates this “almost ordinary™ creature from the Sevage of
Avryron, as he was when first ‘brought inta the company of human beings;
a distance apparently very stight but really immense when it is ifrves-
tigited and when one estimates the mumber of new deductions and
Acquired deas Recessary to aetarn these last resules.

BT rwo children, & male and a female, were isolated during babyhaod
and if the same were done with twp of the least intelligent species of
animal, T do not doubt that the tatter would show themselves much
Superior to the former in pr wviding for their awn needs and in attending
both o their own preservation and to thae of their young.
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owerinl force. This force 5 ¢

preéminent sensibility of his kind, an essential peculiazi

from which proceed the imitative faculties and that o

tinual urge which drives him to seek new sensations
new needs,

ulation |
of imitation unquestionably tk
most incomprehensible and the most useful, must encount:
inpumerable obstacles at any age later than that of ear]
childhood.
4) Lhalds

- the most. civilized peoples should be consideréd as a greg
means of developing the human mind; so that a genera
proposition may be established, namely, that all causes acc
dental, local or political, which tend to augment or diminis}
the number of our desires, necessarily contribute to extenc
or to narrow the sphere of our knowledge and the domair
of science, fine arts and sodal industry.

(5} That in the present state of our knowledge of physiol-
ogy the progress n% education can and ought to be jilumined
by the light of modern medicine which, of all the natural
sciences, can help most powerfully towards the perfection
of the human species by detecting the organic and intellec-
tual peculiarities of each individual and determining there-
from what education ought to do for him and what society
€an expect from bim. -

There are still certain equally important considerations
that I proposed to add to those already given; but the nm-m
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velopment which they would have required would overstep
nd the plan of this short treatise. I have
ncticed besides in comparing my observations with the doe-
trines of some of our metaphysicians that 1 found myself
in disagreement with them UpoR certain interesting points,
Consequently it devolves upon me to wait for more ny-
mercus and therefore more conclusive facts, A very similar
reason has prevented me, when speaking of young Victor’s
varied development, from dwelling on the time of his pu-
berty, which has shown itself almost explosively for some
weeks, and the first phenomena of which cast much doyb
upon the origin of certain tender emotions which we now
regard as very “natural” Though here T have found it
advisable to reserve judgment and conclusions: | am per-
suaded that it is impossible 1o aliow too long a period for
the ripening and subsequent confirmation of all’ considera- -
tions which tend to destroy those prejudices which are pos-
sibly venerable and those illusions of social life which are
the sweeter because they are the most consoling,




